
Worthington Schools Summer Reading 
Grades 9-12 

 
 
The English Language Arts Staff of Worthington Schools is committed to preparing our 
students to be critical thinkers, problem solvers, and solution seekers through experiences 
with literature, literary nonfiction, and informational texts.  Our goal is to provide students 
with the skills they need to be ready for college, career, and success in life, so we have 
developed a summer reading list to encourage students to keep their brains engaged while 
taking a break from classes. 
 
We strongly encourage every student to read at least two books this summer and to 
enhance your learning by writing and talking about the books you have read. Research 
shows that reading 200 pages per week increases student achievement and promotes 
cognitive growth. Your high school teachers and classmates will be excited to discuss the 
books that you have chosen to read when you begin school on August 19th. You will find 
that writing a one-sentence summary of each chapter helps you stay focused and increases 
your comprehension and enjoyment. The following list includes some suggestions. Since 
none of these books is required, choose something you enjoy or maybe something that 
challenges you, but most of all have a fun summer reading and relaxing. 

 
 

Classics 
My Antonia by Willa Cather.  After growing up in Nebraska, a young man remembers wistfully  
 about his childhood companion and their experiences together.  
 
The Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison.   A young man gives his account of growing up in the 

Jim Crow South. The last line speaks volumes: “Who knows but that, on the lower 
frequencies, I speak for you?” 

 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte. Classic story of an orphan who finds love with a man 
 who carries a terrible secret. 
 
Le Grand Meaulnes by Alain-Fournier. Possibly the best novel on the theme of 



 adolescent love. 
 
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. A classic story of an orphan in Victorian   
 England who finds his true identity through misadventures. 

 
A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway.  A young American wounded while serving in Italy 

before the US enters WWI falls in love with his nurse. 
 
East of Eden by John Steinbeck.  An epic story of a California family and the rivalries and  
 loyalties that entangle them.   
 
Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen. Classic story of two sisters, one romantic,  
 the other practical, traversing the pangs of tragic love. 
 

Pulitzer Winners   

 
The Road by Cormac McCarthy.  A man and his son struggle to find a home in an American  
 wasteland after an ecological disaster. 
 
Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout.  A series of short stories about a teacher and mother who  
 has a stunning realization about what is important in life.  Includes an excellent story  
 about adolescent eating disorders. 
 
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver.  An American family moves to Africa, presenting  
 some challenges for the sisters’ adolescence. 
 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien.  A series of short stories about the Vietnam War. 
 
Gilead by Marilynne Robinson.  Parallel stories of a father and son and their regrets and  
 triumphs as they look for acceptance and love. 
 
All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren.  A political thriller that is based on the real life of  
 Louisiana’s Huey Long in the 1930’s. 
 
The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck.  A Chinese farmer struggles to make his land profitable while  
 also coming to grips with his relationship with his wife from an arranged marriage. 

 
YA Student Picks 
 



11/23/63 by Steven King. When English teacher Jake Epping discovers a portal to the past he  
 decides to use it to prevent the John F. Kennedy assassination.   

 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by Sherman Alexie.  Budding cartoonist Junior  

leaves his troubled school  on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white farm 
town school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 
 

Athletic Shorts: Six Short Stories by Chris Crutcher.   A collection of short stories featuring  
characters from earlier books by Chris Crutcher. 

 
Bootleg: Murder, Moonshine and the Lawless Years of Prohibition by Karen Blumenthal. 

Chronicles the history of Prohibition in the United States, a period from 1920 to 1933 
during which it was illegal to sell or drink alcohol, discussing how what began as a 
movement to heal social ills, became a burden to ordinary citizens and a boon to 
criminals. 
 

Butter by Erin Lange.  Unable to control his binge eating, a morbidly obese teenager nicknamed  
Butter decides to make a live webcast of his last meal as he attempts to eat himself to 
death. 

 
Divergent by Veronica Roth.  In a future Chicago, 16-year-old Beatrice Prior must choose  
 among five predetermined factions to define her identity of the rest of her life. 
 
 
Dodger by Terry Pratchet.  In an alternative London ruled by a young Queen Victoria, Dodger, a  
 resourceful, homeless boy, unwittingly prevents Sweeney Todd from committing murder. 

 
 

The Fault in Our Stars by John Green.  Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has  
bought her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal.  But when  a 
gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at the Cancer Kid Support 
Group, Hazel’s story is about to be written. 

 
Game of Thrones (series) by George Martin.  Lords and ladies, soldiers and sorcerers, and all the  

forces of good and evil prepare for trouble in the land of Winterfell where summers can 
last for decades and winters a lifetime. 

 
Graceling by Kristin Cashore.  Set in a world where some people are born with a unique gift. 
            Katsa has been born with the gift of killing.  Employed by the King 
 



The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams.   Humorous science fiction story 
  of an attempt to save the universe 
 
Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini.   Amir comes of age in the last peaceful days of the monarchy,  
 just before his country's revolution and its invasion by Russian forces. 
 
Matched by Ally Condie.    All her life, Cassia has never had a choice. The Society dictates  

everything: when and how to play, where to work, where to live, what to eat and wear, 
when to die, and most importantly to Cassia as she turns 17, whom to marry. 

 
Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay.  American journalist Julia Jarmond researches the brutal  

1942 Nazi roundup in Paris and stumbles upon a connection between her family and one 
of the victims, compelling Julia to learn more about the girl's life. 

 
A Separate Peace by John Knowles. The impact of WW II on prep school boys 
 in the summer session of 1942. 
 
Son by Lois Lowry.  Unlike the other Birthmothers in her utopian community, teenaged Claire  

forms an attachment to her baby, feeling a great loss when he is taken to the Nurturing 
Center to be adopted by a family unit.   Final companion book to The Giver. 

 
Tell No One by Harlen Coben. Eight years after the disappearance of his wife--presumed dead— 

Dr. David Beck receives an email message containing hints that Elizabeth is alive, 
prompting him to leave everyone he knows and trusts to chase after that possibility. Little 
does he know he is being hunted.  
 
 

Contemporary Works 
 
The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes, Harlem’s Renaissance Poet Laureate  
 and one of American’s most prolific poets. Spans five decades of writing. 

 
Feed by Anderson. A future society where people’s brains have been implanted  
 with computers that are tuned to information and commercials. 
 
I Will Plant You a Lilac Tree: A Memoir of a Schindler’s List Survivor by Hillman.  

A story of love and rescue. 
 
Half Brother by Oppel. Historical fiction of a behavioral psychologist who asks 
 his thirteen-year-old son to treat a chimpanzee like a brother. 



 
The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer. A science fiction future where 
 humans dislike clones. 
 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou. The acclaimed poet 
 chronicles her early life. 
 
The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven by Sherman Alexie. Twenty-four 
 short stories that unfold the daily life on a Native American Reservation in 
 Spokane, Washington.  
 
Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Satrapi. Black and white comic strip 
 images that unfold the author’s life from six to fourteen while living in 
 Iran while the country came under control of the Islamic regime.  
 
The Plot Against America by Philip Roth. An alternate history in which Franklin    
 Roosevelt is defeated in the presidential election of 1940 by Charles    
 Lindbergh and the disaster that follows. 
 
Sailing Alone Around the Room: New and Selected Poems by Billy Collins. A  
 collection of witty, emotional poems by the popular and acclaimed poet. 
 
True Confessions of a Heartless Girl by Brooks. Realistic fiction of a confused 
    seventeen-year-old who helps form a community with a single mother, her 
    young son, two elderly women and a lonely man. 
 
Tyrell by Booth. Urban fiction of a fifteen-year-old who struggles to overcome 
 the odds of ending up in jail like his dad. 
 

Science 
 
Cox: Swimming to Antarctica by Lynne Cox. A distant swimmer explores the  
 literal and metaphorical meaning of swimming. 

 
Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser.  To a degree both engrossing and alarming, the story of fast  

food is the story of postwar America. Schlosser, a National Magazine Award-winning 
journalist, charts the fast food industry's enormous impact on our health, landscape, 
economy, politics and culture as he transforms the way America thinks about what it eats. 

   



Hiroshima by John Hersey. Memories of atom bomb survivors and an appeal to 
 humanity’s conscience. 
 
Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster by Jon Krakauer 

 
The Language of God. The Language of Life. The Language of Science and Faith-  
 all three by Francis Collins, the former director of the Genome project.  
 Fascinating account in lay language about present and future realities of 
 mapping human DNA. 
 
Outliers:  The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell. Identifies the qualities of successful  

people and poses theories about the cultural, family, and idiosyncratic factors that shape 
high achievers. Covers such topics as the secrets of software billionaires, why certain 
cultures are associated with better academic performance, and why the Beatles earned 
their fame.  
 

The Panda’s Thumb by Stephen Jay Gould. Essays explore questions of evolution such as: Were 
dinosaurs really dumber than lizards?, Why are roughly the same number of men and 
women born into the world?, What led Dr. Down to his theory of mongolism and its 
racist residue?, and What do the panda's magical thumb and the sea turtle's perilous 
migration tell us about imperfections that prove the evolutionary rule? 
 

Proofiness:  The Dark Art of Math Deception by Charles Seife.   The bestselling author of "Zero"  
shows how mathematical misinformation pervades-- and shapes-- our daily lives 

 
Seeing in the Dark by Timothy Ferris. An amateur astronomer discovers the  
 wonders of the universe.  
 
A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson.   

Takes a look at how we know what's at the center of the Earth, the extent of the universe, 
what a black hole is, or where the continents were 600 million years ago. How did 
anyone ever figure these things out? 
 

Stiff by Mary Roach. How human cadavers have benefited human life. 
 

The Violinist’s Thumb by Sam Kean.   
Explores the wonders of the building block of life, DNA, and explains crazy cat ladies, 
why some people have no fingerprints, why some people survive nuclear bombs, and 
more. 

 



 
 
Social Studies 
 
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley.  A bitter satire of the future, in which the world is  
 controlled by advances in science and social changes 
 
Devil in the White City by Erik Larson.  The true story of two men, an architect and a serial  
 killer, whose fates were linked by the world's fair in Chicago in 1893. 
 
Flags of Our Fathers by James Bradley.  The true story behind the immortal photograph of the  

six men who raised the flag at Iwo Jima that has come to symbolize the courage and 
indomitable will of America, and what happened after the victory. 
 

The Jungle by Upton Sinclair.  First published in 1906, The Jungle exposed the inhumane  
conditions of Chicago’s stockyards and the laborer’s struggle against industry and wage 
slavery, leading to new regulations that forever changed workers’ rights and the 
meatpacking industry. 
 

The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara.  The Battle of Gettysburg was fought for two dreams— 
freedom, and a way of life. Memories, promises, and love were carried into the battle but 
what fell was shattered futures, forgotten innocence, and crippled beauty. 
 

A Night to Remember by Walter Lord. The sinking of the Titanic. 
 
The Night Trilogy by Elie Weisel.  A searing account of the Holocaust as experienced by a 15-   
 year old boy. 
 
Race: A History Beyond Black and White by Marc Aronson 
 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien.  Related stories, linked by recurring characters and an  
 interwoven plot, recreate an American foot soldier's experience in the Vietnam War. 
 

Misc. 
   
The Professor and the Madman by Simon Winchester. A story of murder, 
 insanity and the making of the Oxford English Dictionary. 

 



How to Cook Everything by Mark Bittman. The cook’s bible. 
 

Not interested in any of these selections? Check out www.lexile.com or 
www.wortlhingtonlibraries.org Be sure to write about the books that you have 

researched and read! We can add to our collection and your pick may be of interest 
to other readers! 

  
 
         
 


